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The Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI), world governing body for horse sport, and the International Federation of 
Horseracing Authorities (IFHA), joined forces in 2013 to create the International Horse Sports Confederation (IHSC), the first 
formal vehicle for co-operation between the world’s leading governing bodies for equestrian sport.

The key mission of the IHSC is to encourage cooperation and the exchange of information on all matters of mutual interest 
between the IFHA and the FEI, as well as representing the collective interests of the horse industry with the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and other international bodies.

In an effort to strengthen coordination among FEI, IFHA and WOAH, a WOAH-IHSC Technical Committee has been 
established. 

The WOAH-IHSC Technical Committee is responsible for coordinating the technical aspects of the collaboration of the IHSC 
with WOAH to facilitate the international horse movement.

Collaboration agreements between WOAH and IHSC 2017-2020 & 2021-2024



3Main activities under the WOAH-IHSC Collaboration Agreement

1. Building Diagnostic Capabilities for Equine-related Diseases

2. Improvement of WOAH standards for horse-related diseases

3. Advocacy and capacity building activities

4. Regional Activities in support of temporary international movement of 

competition horses

5. Tools to facilitate the safe international movement of competition horses

Extra item for this presentation:

6- African Horse Sickness- free status- Official recognition



4

Experts from WOAH Reference Labs’ support:

• Glanders (ANSES): Meeting with ANSES WOAH Ref Lab. New GLANDA ELISA
Test under study

• Equine Herpesvirus EHV-1 participation of a WOAH Ref. Lab. Expert (Irish
Equine Centre) in the FEI Task Force: Neurological Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1) I

• Equine Influenza: An assessment study on equine influenza vaccination
protocols prior to shipment by a WOAH Reference Laboratory for equine
influenza.

• Surra & dourine: participation of 2 experts in the June 2022 IHSC-WOAH
technical committee meeting. The goal for the international trade of horses:
move animals that are serologically negative for both diseases.

• AHS: ongoing project AHS new vaccines and potential vaccine banks

Update of WOAH international Standards based on Scientific evidence

1. Building 

Diagnostic 

Capabilities 

for Equine-

related 

Diseases

https://europepmc.org/article/PMC/7157717
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12 WOAH listed diseases affecting equids:

• Contagious equine metritis (Chapter last updated 1982)

• Dourine (1968)

• Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern & Western) (1968)

• Equine infectious anaemia (2007)

• Equine influenza (2012)

• Equine piroplasmosis (2007)

• Infection with Burkholderia mallei (Glanders) (2018)

• Infection with African horse sickness virus (2014)

• Infection with equid herpesvirus-1 (EHV-1) (2014)

• Infection with equine arteritis virus (2014)

• Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis (1998)

• Japanese Encephalitis (2000)

2. Improvement 

of WOAH 

standards for 

horse-related 

diseases
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3 Chapters newly drafted for potential adoption (WOAH General Session May 2023)

• Contagious equine metritis 

• Infection with equine influenza virus

• Equine piroplasmosis

Circulated for Members (and partners’) comments: AHS Chapter

4 Diseases Chapters proposed for revision in 2023-2024:

• Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern and Western)

• Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis 

• Japanese Encephalitis

• Surra & Dourine
Inclusion of provisions for 

temporary importation of 

competition horses

2. Improvement of WOAH standards for horse-related diseases
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3. 

Advocacy 

and 

capacity 

building 

activities

Advocacy activities: joint WOAH-IHSC activities were presented at:

Jan. 2022

First meeting of the 
network of National 
Contact Point on Long-
Distance Transportation 
in Europe

Feb. 2022

25th International 
Movement of Horses 
Committee (IMHC) 
Meeting.

Apr. 2022

Meeting with MARA 
(China) for the  
establishment of the 
EDFZ for the 19th Asian 
Games

May 2022

3rd Regional Middle East 
Webinar on: OIE 
international standards 
and tools to facilitate 
international movement 
of (competition) horses

Oct. 2022

FEEVA Disease 
Surveillance Network VI 
Summit

Nov. 2022

Multi-regional Journey 
Scenario workshop on 
long-distance transport 
by land and sea between 
Europe, the Middle East, 
and North Africa

Nov. 2022

26th Conference of the 
WOAH Regional 
Commission for the 
Americas
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6 Regional Joint WOAH-IHSC workshops conducted between 2017 –
2019 to strengthen regional capacities in support of safe international
movements of competition horses.

Follow-up workshops were already conducted support of the activities to
facilitate movement of competition horses in some of the regions (Middle East,
Europe)

Asia Region: A Joint WOAH (OIE)-IHSC Workshop was conducted in Hong
Kong in 2019. Roadmap of activities to overcome challenges to move horses
was drafted.

4. Regional 

Activities in 

support of  

international 

movement 

of 

competition 

horses
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5. Tools to facilitate the international movements of competition horses (HHP)

High Health High Performance (HHP) Chapter 4.17 of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code on High-Health Status Horse Subpopulation

Chapter 4.17. of the OIE Terrestrial Code & 
HHP Handbook 

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_high_level.htm
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5. Tools to facilitate the international movements of competition horses 

EDFZ: An IHSC-WOAH tool to facilitate hosting on international horse competitions events

EDFZ

Overall equine

population of a country

Subpopulation horses in a EDFZ = 

high health status

Subpopulation of sport horses

Option for countries

Planning to host an international sport event,  having not yet controlled/eradicated all 

equine diseases in their entire territory, BUT are able to do it in smaller zone
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5. Tools to facilitate the international movements of competition horses (EDFZ) 

EDFZ Guidelines 
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2010 2014 201820172016 2021 20232021

5. Tools to facilitate the international movements of horses (EDFZ) 
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5. Tools to facilitate the international movements of horses (EDFZ) 

Publication by WOAH of a self-declaration 

of the establishments of an Equine 

Disease-Free Zone:

The responsibility lies entirely under WOAH 
Delegate of the Member

There are specific SOP for the application 
for the publication of a self-declaration by 
WOAH of animal health status and EDFZ

Self-declaration cannot be made for 
diseases for which WOAH has an official 
recognition procedure (i.e., AHS)

No submission deadline https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/self-declared-disease-status/

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/self-declared-disease-status/
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6. African Horse Sickness- free status- Official recognition first application

More information: 

Standard Operating Procedure for official 

recognition of animal health status and for the 

endorsement of official control programmes of 

Members

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2022/07/a-sop-application-woah-final.pdf


15

Voluntary applications - WOAH Members 

AHS ad hoc Group

Scientific Commission 

for Animal Diseases

WOAH Director General

Preliminary 

screening 
WOAH Headquarters

Communication of the outcome 

to the applicant Member

6. African Horse Sickness- free status- Official recognition



166. African Horse Sickness- free status- Official recognition

Communication on the outcome

Letter from the DG to the applicant countries

Positive outcome

Assessment published in 
the Scientific 

Commission report

Letter to all 
WOAH 

Delegates

60-day period

World Assembly of 
WOAH Delegates 
during WOAH GS

Negative outcome

Assessment  kept 
confidential

Provided in the outcome 
letter to the applicant 

country

Pending a 
mission

Specific 

deadline to 

submit 

applications
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6. African Horse Sickness- free status- Recovery of free status 

Evaluation of 
the application 

for recovery of 
an official 
disease status ▪ An AHS free status may be suspended (outbreak, non-

compliances, etc.)

▪ Submission of a recovery dossier

▪ First screening by the Disease Status Department

▪ Assessment by the Scientific Commission (with the
inputs of relevant ad hoc Group when necessary)

▪ Final decision taken by the Scientific Commission

▪ The evaluation may involve an experts’ mission

Flexible 
calendar
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6. African Horse Sickness- free status- Recovery of free status 

When the AHS status has not been recovered after 3 

years of suspension – status is withdrawn
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