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Background

• African horse sickness: a vector-borne disease 
affecting equids  

• Endemic in large parts of Africa, with some 
incursion in the past in South Europe, Middle 
East, South Asia 

• One of the diseases for which the WOAH has a 
procedure for official recognition of countries 
sanitary status 

• Asia – Pacific region: Several countries officially 
recognised as historically free from AHS by the 
WOAH



Worldwide distribution of AHS

• AHS is the only horse-related disease with official 
status recognition by the WOAH

• AHS was absent in Asia-Pacific for more than 50 years
(1963 Pakistan, 1959 India)



AHS in Thailand 

• The first outbreak started in February- March 2020 
with total of 17 outbreaks. 

• Horses: 610 cases and 568 deaths and Chapman's 
zebras (zoo): 2 cases and 2 deaths

• Serotype 1 detected. Sequencing results samples 
related to virus field strains originating from the 
Republic of South Africa and Namibia. 

• Zebras imported into Thailand from South Africa in 
July 2019, January 2020, and March 2020.



AHS in Thailand 
• Control mesures implemented: 

• movement control inside the country 

• zoning         

• surveillance within and outside containment and/or  
protection zone

• control of vectors and vector surveillance  

• Vaccination in response to the outbreaks: more 
than 10,000 equids vaccinated

• Public private partnership (PPP) established 

• MoU signed between DLD and horse industry and 17 agencies, 
including the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant 
Conservation



AHS in Malaysia

• 1 outbreak detected in August 2020 by 
RT-PCR test at the national lab
(Veterinary Research Institute, Ipoh)

• 5 horses affected in 1 farm that were
killed and disposed of.

• The WOAH Ref Lab. confirmed AHS 
serotype 9.



AHS in Malaysia  

• Control mesures implemented: 

• movement control inside the country 

• zoning        

• surveillance within and outside containment and/or 
protection zone

• control of vectors and vector surveillance 

• stamping out of positives and contacts

• vaccination remains prohibited

• Epidemiological investigation to determine the source 
of infection were not conclusive.



AHS status in the Asia and Pacific region  
• China, Singapore, India, New Caledonia, Philippines, 

Australia and New Zealand are recognised by WOAH as 
AHS free countries 

• AHS free status suspended:

• Myanmar status withdrawn since November 2021. 

• Thailand suspended from 27 March 2020 due to 
AHS outbreaks

• Malaysia suspended from 6 August 2020 due to an 
outbreak

• Thailand and Malaysia were previously recognised
as historically AHS free countries



Maintenance of AHS free status

• All countries officially recognised with
AHS-free status should provide their
annual reconfirmations for 
maintenance of free status

• Specific surveillance requirements for 
maintenance of status are required for 
countries neighbouring a country with
undertermined free status (infected) 
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Highlights of activities in response to AHS Outbreaks 

• xx

Webinars 
Clinical signs, epidemiology, 
transmission & diagnosis  
Laboratory diagnosis 
Outbreak investigation 
Vector suveillance
Creation of webpage dedicated to 
AHS 

Coordination Meeting & Communication 
Regional Consultation Meeting – June 2020 –
Epi and Lab, & need assessment 
Regional Coordination & update meeting 
- Sanitary situation, preparedness, vector 

surveillance
- WOAH com materials 

Trainings and networking's
Trainings – TOT on outbreak 
investigation, epi study design, GIS, 
cross-border risk assessment, simulation 
modelling etc. 
Networking with AHS Reference 
Laboratories 
Establish Public-Private-Partnership  



WOAH Tools and Guidelines  

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/african-horse-sickness/

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/african-horse-sickness/


Highlights of activities in 
response to AHS Outbreaks 



Relevant Information

• WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code: 

• https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/

• WOAH Terrestrial Manual: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-manual-online-access/

• WOAH African horse sickness resources: 

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/african-horse-sickness/#ui-id-1

• WOAH Asia-Pacific regional webpage on AHS:                                                                    

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/african-horse-sickness/

• Check the latest information on the evolution of LSD in the region:

Consult the WAHIS platform: https://wahis.woah.org/#/home

Subscribe to WAHIS alert: 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-manual-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/african-horse-sickness/#ui-id-1
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/african-horse-sickness/
https://wahis.woah.org/#/home
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/info-list/
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Dr Karma Rinzin

Regional Animal Health Coordinator

WOAH SRRSEA, Bangkok

k.rinzin@woah.org

Dr Mauro Meske 

Disease Status Officer

WOAH Status Department

WOAH HQ, Paris

m.meske@woah.org

Dr Li Peng 

Regional Project Officer

RRAP, Tokyo 

p.li@woah.org
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