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This exercise uses data from the 1967 - 1968 outbreak of

foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in Great Britain. For the

county of Cheshire, we have the grid coordinates of all

cattle holdings and an estimated FMD infection date (for

those affected). We are interested in visualising the

location of FMD-positive and negative herds in this

county. By the end of this exercise, you should be able to:

Display a map of the region under investigation
(Cheshire).

Plot the location of cattle holdings in Cheshire.

Identify FMD-positive and FMD-negative holdings.

Lesson 1 of 4

Set up and create new QGIS project

“

 The data for this exercise can be found in the
"UK_Cheshire" folder. Copy the contents to the working
folder on your computer.



File name Description

UK_Cheshire_parish-BNG.SHP, .SHX, .DBF
ESRI shapefile set of Cheshire parish

boundaries

UK_Cheshire_FMD-BNG.SHP, .SHX, .DBF
ESRI shapefile set with location and FMD

details for Cheshire cattle farms

C O NT I NU E

Create a new project. Select LAYER → ADD LAYER →

Add VECTOR LAYER and browse to find the shapefile set

for Cheshire, UK_Cheshire_parish-BNG.SHP. Add

UK_Cheshire_FMD-BNG as a layer. This is a point theme

listing the centroid coordinate of holdings in Cheshire.

Inspect the attribute data for this shapefile by clicking on

LAYER → OPEN ATTRIBUTE TABLE. In the column called

STATUS, FMD-positive holdings are coded with a `1' and

FMD-negative holdings are coded with a `0'. In the

column called DATE, FMD-positive holdings have the

estimated date of FMD infection recorded. Use the

expression builder to select FMD-positive farms. Return

to the view (Figure 2.1). ”

“



Click ̱ to zoom the image

Figure 2.1a: Settings used for the expression builder to select FMD-positive farms

 Note that we are using a new coordinate reference system
British National Grid (EPSG�27700) for this exercise


