
Introduction of Rabies Laboratory Network for South Asia – A concept 

Dr. Shrikrishna Isloor
Prof. & Lab. Director
KVAFSU-CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory
WOAH (Founded as OIE ) 
Reference Laboratory for Rabies 
Dept. of Microbiology, Vety College, KVAFSU 
Hebbal, Bengaluru, India

WS_Proposed SA Rabies Lab Network_14 July 2022



World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH) (Founded as OIE) Ref Labs
Central core of the WOAH’s scientific excellence: 

Designated to pursue all scientific & Technical problems relating to a disease

World Distribution of 
WOAH Reference Laboratories

WOAH Reference Laboratories for 
Rabies in the World (12) – India , 
the latest (16th June 2020)

182 WOAH member countries, 285 RLs in 37 countries on 117 disease/topic. WS_Proposed SA Rabies Lab Network_14 July 2022



Network of Rabies Diagnostic Labs in India under OIE Twinning Programme
Strengthened diagnosis of rabies in India
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US



WOAH Bulletin
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Proof of concept for the WOAH - RABLAB initiated by the WOAH reference labs 
- Experience. 

▪ Sharing technical assistance, expertise 

▪ Increasing number of other key responsibilities
▪ Training and outreach,
▪ Communications
▪ Laboratory-based surveillance
▪ Laboratory data management

▪ Filling diagnostic gaps

▪ Harmonizing rabies Lab techniques

▪ Identifying research needs

▪ Exchanging biologicals

▪ Improving capacity of  national labs in support of global rabies  
elimination efforts
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FLI

Other operating Networks of WOAH  Reference Labs.
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South Asia Rabies Laboratory Network – A vision

“Building a well-organized Rabies laboratory network forms the basis 
for the successful surveillance of rabies and it’s control in South Asia”.
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INDIA

Veterinary College, Bangalore,  India

We are already connected through :

OIE VT Series for SAARC on - Rabies Diagnosis (5-6 November 2020)

- Rabies Serology (11-13 October 2021)
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• Provide laboratory referral services

➢ Test and disease consultancy

➢ Disease surveillance on rabies and non-rabies lyssa viruses 

➢ Control strategies  

➢ Diagnostics

• Improving surveillance of rabies in animals

➢ Ensuring systematic surveillance – accurate reporting of cases 

➢ Dog vaccination

➢ Sharing of information on rabies control activities and the possibilities of joint 
surveillance and control activities.

Benefits to South Asia from Rabies Laboratory Network
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➢ Training in all Quality assurance systems 

Health  & safety procedures

Biosafety and biosecurity awareness & practice

➢ Knowledge transfer and training

Sample collection, Submission & Processing

Antigen / Antibody detection methods,

Molecular diagnostic methods,

Proficiency testing,

Inter laboratory comparisons, 

Developing quality standards / reference materials and sharing

Foster innovations

Improved credibility and visibility of labs

Finally, accelerates progress towards “Elimination of Dog mediated human rabies in South Asia”

WS_Proposed SA Rabies Lab Network_14 July 2022



Workshop on Enhancing Progress Towards Rabies Elimination ‘Zero by 
30’ in the SAARC Region, 26-28 June 2019, Kathmandu, Nepal
- A good beginning !

*  Strengthening dog rabies Diagnosis , surveillance                            *  Mass immunization of dogs

Lets reach our goal “ Dog  mediated rabies elimination by 2030” in South Asia
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