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Rabies in Japan

1953 1954 1955 1956 1970 2006 2020

Number of 
human death 3 1 0 1 1 (※1) 2 (※2) 1 (※3)

Number of dogs
tested positive 176 98 23 6 0 0 0

（※1,2 imported cases from Nepal and the Philippines
（※3  imported case from the Philippines）

Number of human and dog infection in Japan

1950- Rabies Prevention Act



Relevant Acts

1. Rabies Prevention Act

2. The Act on Prevention of Infectious Diseases and Medical 
Care for Patients Suffering Infectious Diseases 
(Infectious Diseases Control Act)

 Animal cases (dog, cat, fox, raccoon, and skunk ) are notifiable disease by veterinarians
 Dog owners’ responsibility 

 Registration
 Dog vaccination (once a year)

 Border control for imported animals
(animal quarantine)

[Examples of dog license forms]

[Examples of vaccination certificate forms]

 Human cases are notifiable disease by physicians
 Infectious Disease Surveillance 
 Border control for imported animals (notification system)

 Mammals not subject to animal quarantine cannot be imported without official 
health certificate from the exporting countries  
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Prefectures, 
Cities, etc.

For early detection of epidemics, analyze available information to prevent further spread of the disease.

Occurrence of an infectious 
disease epidemic in Japan

Information of infected 
patients
(Infected patients surveillance)

Information on pathogens that 
caused the infection
(Pathogen surveillance)

Information on the people’s 
resistance (immunity) (Epidemic 
prediction surveillance)
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National 
Government

Unusual occurrence of 
infectious diseases Active epidemiological surveillance

Role of the National Government

▪ Formulation of nationwide 
uniform standards

▪ Information gathering from 
prefectures and cities 
designated by ordinance, etc. 
based on standards

▪ Systematic gathering and 
analysis of information from 
around the country

▪ Application for measures to 
combat infectious diseases

▪ provide information to 
citizens

        Infectious Disease Surveillance

Sample
Pathogens



Implement import quarantine for dogs, cats, 
common raccoons, foxes and skunks (“dogs, etc.”)

Health centers/animal control centers* 2

(Capture and detain dogs, etc. that are not 
registered or vaccinated)

Actions at normal times

(1) Reporting of outbreak
(2) Isolation of rabid dogs, etc.
(3) Prohibition of killing rabid 

dogs, etc.
(4) Handover of the body of 

dogs, etc.
(5) Actions for diagnosis of 

dogs, etc.
(6) Publication of outbreak and 

detention order for dogs, 
etc.

(7) Across-the-board dog 
inspection and vaccination 
to prevent pandemic

(8) Restriction of dog 
movement

(9) Shutdown/restriction of 
transportation around the 
outbreak area

(10) Other actions stipulated by 
the Rabies Prevention Act

veterinarians

Actions in the event of 
rabies outbreak

Guidance Report

Coordination

Coordination Rabies prevention clerks
(veterinarians)

Capture and detain dogs, 
etc. that are not 

registered or vaccinated

• Issue dog tag with 
registration number

• Issue dog tag with 
rabies immunization 
record

• Apply for dog 
registration 
(once a dog's life)

• Present vaccination 
certificates

Rabies vaccination

Issue vaccination 
certificates

Report rabies outbreak

Report rabies 
outbreak

Municipalities

(Dog registration/rabies vaccination)

Dogs registered by owners * １

Registered dogs   6,452,279

Vaccinated dogs  4,608,898

Prefectures/
designated cities

(2,353 across Japan) *1

MHLW MAFF
Animal Quarantine Service

*1 As of the end of 2016
*2 Animal control centers undertake rabies prevention service and other services concerning protection and 

control of animals.

Rabies prevention 
technicians

National government

Relevant Players in Rabies Control



 Developed manuals
• National government:

Guideline for Rabies 2001
Guideline for Rabies 2013

• Local government

 Established Rabies surveillance system of animals 
• Target animals：Dogs, Raccoons, Bats, etc.
• Holding technical workshops for the diagnosis

Other measures: Manual and Surveillance system



Posters for Dog Vaccination


