Risk communication experience on
African Swine Fever in SEA

Hung Nguyen, Regional representative for ILRI &SEA
International Livestock Research Institute

OIE webinar on ASF for South East Asia: Risk communication
Thursday 1 August 2019, 2 pm Bangkok time
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ASF situation
Communication activities in SEA

Lessons learnt and conclusions
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ASF outbreaks

Map 1. ASF situation in Asia (August 2018 to date)
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ASF outbreak in Vietham

*  First outbreak on 1 Feb 2019, a household in Hung Yen province reported
sick pigs with high fever and death pigs, 60km from Hanoi and about 217km
from Tan Thanh border gate to China

e More than 3,800,000 pigs have been culled in response to the outbreak in
62 provinces.

Source: FAO. OIE and FAOQ, 2019,
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Potential risk factors for ASF in Vietham

e Long borders over which thousands of people and
vehicles cross daily. Vietnam detected ASF virus in
illegal pork products

e |nternational travels to Vietham with millions of
people who could carry meats and food products etc.

e Low biosecurity; no outbreaks occurred in commercial
farms

e None-zoonotic disease but farmers could panic
selling, especially during the Tet and festival events

e |nsect vectors ? (tick, lice, flies etc)



Vietnam policies at national level

Many policies from ministry, government, party have been issued to prevent
and control ASF, among others:

e Action Plan for Emergency Response to ASF (15 Nov 2018) by MARD on
controlling of pigs and pig products from affected communes; ASF positive
farms have been depopulated

e Resolution (16/NQ-CP, 7 March 2019) by PM on compensation
e Directive (N0.34-CT/TW, 20 May 2019) by the Party

 New guidance (N0.3708/HD-BNN-TY, 28 May 2019) by MARD on
slaughtering pigs and consumption of pig products

* Decision (793/QD-TTg, 27 June 2019) by PM on mechanism, policies and
compensation scheme in prevention and control of ASF

LRI &
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Current control measures

Movement control

 Pigs and pig products are not allowed to move out the infected
areas

« Established more animal quarantine stations on the roads
from the North to the South for strict movement control of pigs
and pigs products

« Biosecurity application

* Requested all big farms to apply strict biosecurity measures
and frequently cleaning and disinfection of all risk factors

« Re-stock only after the outbreaks is resolved for at least 30
days

Risk communication and public awareness

e MAanMnancatinn erhaman



Translation into local language of OIE materials for

key actors of pig value chains

 Vietnam: collaboration among the
Vietham Department of Animal
Health (DAH) /MARD, the
National Agricultural Extension
Centre (NAEC), the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and ILRI.

 Key actors included transport
authorities, for general public,
biosecurity guideline, pig farmers
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Experience from Cambodia
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- OIE materials were translated - ‘
and disseminated by GDAHP M*M
to local pork value chain el gmvaide = _a i
actors through the provincial
office of Animal Health and
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- Active in the field

- Private sector support (CP...) i

- Advice document signed by
Prime Minister July 315t ASF
prevention and control,
import export of pork
products.
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Experience from Laos

- Materials from OIE rapidly e—
translated and s Dutind 5
disseminated through
partnership with Lao MAF
and SDC Lao Upland Rural
Advisory Services

- Materials sent to every
province in Laos and
disseminated through
provincial offices

- More than 3,500

Downloads from Lao44.org
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Engagement with media on ASF

A€ ASEAN Today

FINTECH ~ POLITICS ~ INTERNATIONAL ~ INDONESIA ~ MALAYSIA ~ MYANMAR  PHILIPPINES  SINGAPORE

LLUR VIR JULY 24, 2019 | DENGUE FEVER DUTBREAKS EXPOSE WEAKNESSES IN REGIDNAL HEALTH NETWORKS

o L on

African Swine Fever hurts small farmers in ASEAN as

governments try to stop its spread Millions of small pig farmers in Asia
DO Pt M iy threatened by swine fever outbreak

.t REUTERS Business  Markets ~ World  Politics TV More

Thin Lei Win 3 MIN READ v f

ROME (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Millions of small-scale pig farmers across Asia
risk falling into poverty due to the rapid spread of African swine fever, the United

Nations warned on Tuesday.

SIGNIN

The incurable disease, which is deadly to pigs but harmless to humans, was first

Athens Democracy Forum
THEDIPLOMAT P

detected last August in China, the world’s largest pork producer.

It has since spread thousands of kilometers and “vulnerable” subsistence farmers in
CENTRALASIA | EASTASIA | OCEANIA | SOUTHASIA = SOUTHEASTASIA | ECONOMY | DIPLOMACY | ENVIRONM

countries including Vietnam, Cambodia and Mongolia are particularly at risk, said the

: U.N. Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO).

JUNE 5, 2019 m

Measures to halt swine flu’s spread, such as limiting the transportation of pork, risks

m D . & destroying the livelihoods of families who lack the expertise and funds to protect their :I'he Battle to Cl‘!rb Swine Fever
: in Southeast Asia

i herds, said the FAO’s report.
The subregion has not been exempt from the
epidemic, and worries have been rising.

The decline in production of pig meat, which is largely consumed by poor households, =T n

BLOGS INTERVIEWS PHOTOESSAYS VIDEOS PODCASTS MAGAZINE RISKINTELLIGENCE — SUBSCRIBE

and the depletion of frozen stocks could drive up prices and further strain people’s J 019
finances, it said. ° o e o o

Some 3 million pigs have been slaughtered in Vietnam
since African swine fever was detected in February,
making Vietnam the first Southeast Asian country to
report an outbreak of a virus that has been devastating
Chinese farmers for nearly a year.

The disease, which is harmless to humans but usually fatal to pigs, has spread rapidly. Only one of 63
Vietnamese provinces remained unaffected at the time of writing. Neighboring Cambodia confirmed its first
outbreak in April; Laos followed in June. Thailand, one of Asia’s top pork producers, is poised for an outbreak.

“It’s just a matter of time,” says Dirk Pfeiffer, a professor in veterinary epiderniology at the City University of
Hong Kong, about the likelihood of the virus spreading to other countries in the region.

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe for full access. Just §5 a month

He stands by his earlier assessment of the epidemic as the world’s biggest animal disease outbreak. From the
decimation of pig populations to rising pork prices and job losses in China and the knock-on effect on global

] L R I ':I> pork industry shares, the crisis “has sent ripples across most countries,” Pfeiffer told The Diplomat. l
S Vietnam, which has culled around 10 percent of its pigs to stop the disease spreading, is the second worst-hit

CGIAR




Engagement in conferences to talk about ASF

* |ISVEE Chiangmai November 2018: ASF session

 Regional Symposium on Research into
Smallholder Pig Production, Health and Pork
Safety, Mar 2019 organized by ILRI and
University of Queensland, Australia

e ASF international conference in VNUA, April
2019

 Many conferences and meetings on ASF
organized by MARD and DLP.

LRI &
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ASF communication
in Africa
personalised
messages based on
research evidence

You can help stop African Swine Fever killing your pigs
Osobola okuyamba okuziyiza omusujja ogutta embizzi zo
Ebekin jo akingarakin akitogwo adeka nakimajala narenene ingurei
Inyalo chego musujja neko mbijje perini

Onyala waba nobuhonyl bwakamya omusujja kwe mbichi ohwita embichi chayo

Confine your pigs
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gabk ingarel kon
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Bringing new pigs onto your farm
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Cleaning Moving pigs between districts
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Communication with public on zoonoses and

ASF vaccine development

* MARD minister and vice-
minister talking about ASF on
media very often

 ASF is not zoonotic but people
are concerned about it and
some stops eating pork: food
security, nutrition and pig sector
implication.

 ASF vaccine: not ready yet
(China and Vietnam) but the
media went far, making public
confused.
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Reflections/conclusions

ASF has caused important loss for small holders, affecting food
security and social issues.

Government took actions on ASF rapidly but communication on ASF
is sometimes slow and lack of communication materials at local level

Local media issue making public confused.

Translation of ASF materials and online distribution is reaching
audience quickly — Would be good to have a 2"? generation of
contextualized and country specific materials.

Engaged in different communication platforms (interview,
conference..) helps spread news.

Development of talking points and messages for influencers and
experts important in order to mitigate sensational news.

Working closely with government, industries and media to achieve
good communication activities.
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