


CURRENT SITUATION OF AHS  

Province Number 

of owner

Number of 

susceptible 

Number 

of case

Number 

of death

1 Nakhon Ratchasima 23 785 190 168

2 Prachub kirichun 9 107 13 13

3 Chonburi 1 33 6 5

4 Phetchaburi 2 9 2 2

5 Chaiyaphum 1 3 1 1

6 Ratchaburi 1 18 5 3

Total 37 955 217 192
Source : E smart surveillance 8/4/20



PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
24 Feb 2020 : First abnormal death was detected in a 

racing horse farm in Nakhon Ratchasima province.

25 March 2020

DLD has been informed by private practitioner 

of abnormal death of horses in 12 farms  

15-16 March 2020 : 

Thunderstorm hits Nakhon Ratchasima province. Many vectors 

can be seen after the incidence. 

14-26 March 2020 :

12 farms were affected with the 

Mortality rate 42/341 = 12.31% 

Outbreak response 

Sample collection

Disease investigation

27 March 2020 : NIAH 

confirmed AHSV positive in 

samples  by using (RT-PCR)

-High fever

-Depressed

-Loss of appetite 

-swollen face

-swelling &redness 

around the eyes

-Difficulty breathing 

-Discharges from 

nostril 

-Sudden death 

within 24-48 hrs.



PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION (2)
▪The latest movement of the first infected farm : December 2019 (Racing horse 
competition)

▪All 12 infected farms in Nakhon Ratchasima  have been shown to be 
epidemiologically linked : 

Most of the farms located along the Lamtakong canal and shared the same 
water source for horse bathing and drinking.

They also shared the same road for all movements such as feed , live horse and 
other vehicles.

▪ For other 5 provinces : linked to horse movement from the infected province 
before the movement restriction has been imposed.



DLD CONTROL 
MEASURES 

(AFTER AHS BEING 
CONFIRMED )

Standstill movement of all equids and camel have been 
imposed for the entire country

A Ban on importation and exportation of Equidae spp. has 
been imposed (announced on 3 April 2020)

Horse population survey 

Raising stakeholder awareness  on AHS,  encourage owners to 
report suspicion of disease  and provide guidance on how to 
reduce the likelihood of susceptible animal being infected with 
AHS such as vector control and stable management. 

Preparing  a structured vaccination protocol : declaration 
of zones for disease control purposes and traceability 
system for all horses.



DLD CONTROL MEASURES 
(IMMEDIATE RESPONSE) 

▪Movement restriction for all infected farms and 5 km 
radius from the IP 

▪Disease investigation and Sample collection 

▪Active clinical surveillance : Google form 

- Notify any abnormal death of equids species (AHS 
case definition : high fever , loss of appetite , redness of 
eyes )

- Perform official census & update the  number of 
equids at the premises – DLD local offices / Thailand 
Equestrian Federation, Thailand Polo association 
/Universities/Zoological Park Organization and other 
government agencies

- Movement records within the last 2 months



01

Movement 
restriction in 
the suspected 
farm

02

04

05

03

Whole blood sample 
collection and 
submit at NIAH 

Provide instructions for 
horse owner on vector 
control / Stabling equids in 
insect proof housing , 
specific clinical signs for 
AHS and reporting channel 
for suspected case

Report cases via e 
smart surveillance 

Movement restriction 
for the entire province 

AHS 
positive

SOP for DLD officers 

when suspected case is detected 



ADDITIONAL 
REMARKS

Samples have been submitted 

to Pirbright , OIE reference lab 

for AHS in Spain for serotyping 

– Results from Pirbright shown 

as AHSV serotype 1 
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