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Self-declaration of freedom

The animal health status with regard to rabies is favourable in your country and you consider that it 

would be important to:

▪ Increase visibility of disease freedom

▪ Promote good animal health practice 

& quality of Veterinary Services

▪ Demonstrate transparency in animal disease 

situation & continuous compliance with 

the OIE standards



Article 8.14.2.

Self-declaration (requirements - Chapter 8.14. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code)

▪ Country or zone free from infection with rabies virus

Article 8.14.4.

▪ Country or zone free from dog-mediated rabies in dog population (equivalent to 

the WHO concept of ‘Official Verification’)



Article 8.14.2.
Country or zone free from infection with rabies virus

Article 8.14.4.
Country or zone free from dog-mediated rabies in dog population

Record of regular and prompt animal disease reporting in 

accordance with Chapter 1.1.

Record of regular and prompt animal disease reporting in 

accordance with Chapter 1.1.

Rabies is a notifiable disease in the entire country Rabies is a notifiable disease in the entire country

Surveillance in place for the past 24 months (Chapter 1.4. and 

Article 8.14.12.

Surveillance in place for the past 24 months (Chapter 1.4. and 

Article 8.14.12.)

Regulatory measures for the prevention in accordance with the 

relevant recommendations including Articles 8.14.5. to 8.14.10.

Regulatory measures for the prevention in accordance with the 

relevant recommendations including Articles 8.14.5. to 8.14.10.

No case of indigenously acquired infection with rabies virus during 

the past 24 months

No case of indigenously acquired dog-mediated rabies during the 

past 24 months

All susceptible animals showing clinical signs suggestive of rabies 

are subjected to appropriate field and laboratory investigations

Dog population control programme in accordance with Chapter 7.7.

Requirements for freedom from rabies

https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_aw_stray_dog.htm#chapitre_aw_stray_dog


Self-declaration of freedom from rabies

Rabies situation in your country meets all requirements of Article 

8.14.2./8.14.4. of the OIE Terrestrial Code?

Spread news and submit a self-declaration of your country’s freedom to 

the OIE for its publication! 



Self-declaration of freedom from rabies

➢ Documented compliance with the provisions of 

Chapter 1.6. and to Articles 8.14.2. and 8.14.4. of 

the Terrestrial Code

➢ Following the Standard Operating Procedure on the 

publication of self-declarations

www.oie.int/self-declaration

A self-declaration of disease freedom is a documented statement from the Delegate of the OIE 

Member and it is entirely under his/her responsibility.



Self-declarations: To give visibility to OIE Members’ disease freedom
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Dedicated webpage: oie.int/self-declaration

DISCLAIMER: 

responsibility lies 

solely with the 

Delegate

List of recently

published

self-declarations

Introduction 
Reference to the OIE 
Codes

And the archives



RECEPTION OF A SELF-DECLARATION

ACKNOWLEDGMENT RECEIPT 

REVIEW OF A SELF-DECLARATION

SELF-DECLARATION COMPLETE INFORMATION IS MISSING

EDITED VERSION SENT FOR 

DELEGATE’S APPROVAL

COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

COUNTRY

COMPILATION OF REQUESTED 

INFORMATION

DDG’S REVIEW PRIOR TO 

PUBLICATION

PUBLICATION OF SELF-DECLARATION

www.oie.int/self-declaration

24h
2 w

eeks

The same procedure applies for recovery of disease freedom

PUBLICATION 

REJECTED



OCCURRENCE / RECURRENCE OF DISEASE 

NOTIFICATION TO WAHIS

LIASON BETWEEN SD AND WAHIAD

OUTBREAK DOES NOT IMPACT 

SELF-DECLARATION

OUTBREAK IMPACTS SELF-

DECLARATION 

NO FURTHER STEPS

COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

COUNTRY

OIE WEBSITE UPDATED –

REFERENCE TO THE IMMEDIATE 

NOTIFICATION

24h
24h

Loss of a self-declared disease freedom



Internal screening of self-declarations

01

02

Documented evidence on compliance 
with the Codes’ provisions

Consistency with WAHIS



Internal screening of self-declarations

▪ Terrestrial animal diseases

▪ The disease is notifiable to the Competent Authority at national level

▪ History of absence or eradication of the disease

▪ Surveillance and early warning system for all relevant species in the country, zone or compartment

▪ Measures implemented to maintain freedom

▪ Aquatic animal diseases

▪ Pathways to claim freedom from aquatic animal diseases

Documented evidence on compliance with the Codes’ provisions



Internal screening of self-declarations

Consistency with OIE-WAHIS

▪ Absence/presence of disease

▪ Date of last occurrence



Format of the self-declaration 

▪ Size

▪ Language

▪ File compatibility

▪ Submission format 

www.oie.int/self-declaration



Very important points

The responsibility lies entirely under 

the OIE Delegate of the Member

The OIE does not endorse Members’ 

self-declarations

Self-declaration cannot be made for 

diseases for which the OIE has an 

official recognition procedure

No submission deadline
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Thank you for your 

attention!

OIE Status Department

self-declaration@oie.int

mailto:self-declaration@oie.int

